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RAPE VICTIM . 
COMPLAINS ABOUT 
TREATMENT BY NBC 


by David Bauder 


NEW YORK (AP)—A rape 
victim whose story was told on 
Dateline NBC last week complained 
after seeing an advance screening 
that the documentary is distorted 
and “fans the flames of racism.” 

The documentary’s producer 
said Monday she was surprised by 
the criticism, saying the victim 
seems to take the show to task for 
not painting a compassionate 
portrait of the alleged rapist. 

Wednesday's episode of the 
show was devoted to Karen Pomer, 
a Santa Monica, CA woman who 
was raped and held captive at 
gunpoint for six hours, and subse- 
quently went public with her story 
because of dissatisfaction with the 
police investigation. 

Maria Shriver narrates 
“Screams in the Night,” which is 
billed as an effort to “document one 
woman’ s journey from crime victim 
to crusader.” 

Pomer, in a letter to NBC 
officials, said she was “publicly 
disassociating” herself from the 
show and accused the network of 
concentrating too much on the 
racial angle of her assault. She is 
white and her attacker was black. 

“I feel very betrayed by them. I 
feel very hurt,” Pomer said in an 
interview the Monday before the 


See NBC/ page 3 


PARADE DIDN’T WANT 
BLACK SANTA 


TOLEDO, OH(AP)—Dressed. 
as Santa Claus, Jessie Peck sat in a 
horse-drawn carriage, ready to join 
the city’s holiday parade. He ended 
up watching it go by. 

Peck said he was ordered out of 
the lineup because he’s black. He 
said he heard someone say over a 
walkie-talkie, “Stop the black 
Santa.” 

Parade organizers deny the 
allegation, saying he didn’t have 
permission to appear as Santa. 

Peck, a disc jockey at radio 
station WIMX-FM in Toledo, was 
to ride on the station’s float last 
Saturday with three co-workers. 
About 40,000 people watched the 
two-hour parade. 

Peck stated that the float was 
about to merge into the parade 
when a young woman stopped him 
and said he had to get off. 

“She never said there was a 
problem with the float. She never 
said we didn’t have the proper 
credentials. She didn’t have a 
problem with anyone else except for 
me,” he said. One co-worker was 
black; the other two were white. 

He said the woman did not 
‘identify herself or explain why he 
had to leave the float. 

“The next thing I knew I heard 
a woman shout on the walkie-talkie: 
“Stop the black Santa, don’t let the 
black Santa get by you,” Peck said. 
“She repeated the phrase three 
times.” 

“Peck’s claim that he was 
pulled from the parade because of 
his race is nonsense,” said Citifest, 
a city-supported nonprofit group 
that helped organize the parade. 

The group said the radio 
station did not have permission to 
have a Santa Claus in the parade. 

Clyde Roberts, executive vice 
president of the station, acknowl- 
edged that WIMX did not ask 
parade organizers for permission. 
The organizers already had a Santa 
Claus, in the float behind the 
station’s carriage, and wanted only 
one, he said. He does not believe 
the incident was racially motivated. 

Peck said the incident humiliat- 
ed him. “Black people live here and 
pay taxes here, We're part of this 
city and we want to be represented. 
It's a public parade and ... we 
should be allowed to have a black 
Santa Claus.” 


Newark 


byRonL. Holland 


NEWARK—Prior to the state’s 
takeover of the largest school district 
in NJ, the Newark school system was 
riddled with scandal, corruption, mis- 
management and blatant fraud. 

From the hierarchy of administra- 
tion to the lower levels of faculty, 
numerous district employees and 
school board members marred the trust 
of parents, taxpayers and children, 
oblivious to the trail of deceit. 

So significant was the trail, that its 
obvious affect was evident in the ac- 
ademic performance of the students. 
In 1993 for example, only 25 percent of 
the district’s 1 1th grade students could 
pass all three sections of the High 
School Proficiency Test (HSPT). Of 


schools on the way-to recovery 


the original 3,259 students in the class 
of 1995, only 438 (13 percent) passed 
the HSPT in October of 1993, while 
only 790 (24 percent ) passed after rè- 
testing. 

Further affecting academic per- 
formance, was the misappropriation 
of funds that denied district students 
the essential tools for achievement, 
and adequate facilities conducive to a 
learning environment. 

According to a report released 
during a press conference in Trenton, 
many of the district schools were in! 
sufficiently supplied with instruction- 
al material and equipment. ; 

Student bathrooms were filthy, 
toiletries were non existent, ceiling 
plumbing and electrical wires were 
exposed and peeling paint and plaster 


was part of the schools’ decor. 

Since state operation began in 1995 
however, preventative measures were 
implemented and an aggressive plan 
of accountability is in place to sustain 
visible and significant improvements. 

“I’m just delighted that I had the 
opportunity today to present, both to 
the state board, the commissioner and 
to the audience, the strategic plan 
which we believe our 


can be done.” 

The plan outlines specific areas of 
interest that are already benefiting from 
a six-step preliminary campaign initi- 
ated by Hall. 

To date, she has redirected $26.3 
million into educational programs such 
as full-day kindergarten and $3.4 mil- 
lion innew text books are available for 
all 82 schools. 


roadmap to really putting the school 
system of Newark on the road to excel- 
lence,” said Superintendent Hall dur- 
ing a press conference following a 
Progress report to the state board of 
education. 

Hall noted that many questioned 
the plans for achieventment, but was 
proud to admit “we do believe that it 


The pointed Superinten- 
dent has established guidance servic- 
es in every elementary school, and 
established a technical and vocation- 
al high school termed “Technology 
High” that is equipped with state-of 
the-art computer and additional tech- 
nological materials. 

Because of improving test results, 
Hall has established a baseline to build 


off of gains in the elementary schools. 
In language arts, results disclose a 5 
percent increase, and in math a 4 per- 
cent jump in scoring. 

Inevaluating administrative short- 
comings, particularly in principalship, 
district principals are now attending a 
leadership institute that provides for 
professional development. A $125,000 
award from the Dodge Foundation 
was given to provide development 
fellowships for 25 principals. 

Hall has also implemented a mas- 
sive cleanup campaign to restore a 
healthy environment for the district’s 
children. Horrific and unhealthy con- 
ditions in the buildings are under con- 
tinuing correction, 


See RECOVERY/ page 3 


Urban League: Code of conduct needed for cops 


for police. 


en 
Mrs. Narves Gammage, mother of the 31-year-old police choke hold 
President Hugh B. Price, calling on President Clinton for a summit on police miscondyet and a national code of conduct 


Justice Deptartment to 


byMyra A. Thomas 


WASHINGTON, DC—Using his 
stationery from the U.S. Congress and 
the Congressional Black Caucus, New 
Jersey Representative Donald Payne 
recently penned a letter to the U.S. 
Justi ingtheclear- 


Rep. Payne took his recent written 
request one step further, to ask the | 
Justice Department to open an inves- | 
tigation into the Middlesex ogi 
Prosecutor’s Office. 

Rep. Payne had previously de- 
nounced the grand jury findings and | 


ing of a New Brunswick policeman in 
the fatal shooting of a woman. 

Ina stern and to-the-point follow- 
up to a previous letter to the Justice 
Department, Rep. Payne implored the 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil 
Rights (the Honorable Deval Patrick) 
to initiate an investigation into the 
matter. 

“I was shocked to learn that not- 


the handling of the case | 
by the Middlesex County Pros: 
tor’s Office. 

Myron Marlin, spokesperson for 
the U.S. Justice Department in Wash- 
ington, DC, confirmed that the Depart- 
ment was in the midst of an investiga- 
tion into the matter. 

“We have already opened an in- 
vestigation into the investigation of 
the incident, to determine if there were 


the ques- 
tions and unexplained areas of con- 
cern surrounding the shooting death 
of Carolyn Adams, the jury failed to 
indict Patrolman Consalvo,” wrote 
Rep. Payne in his November 25 letter. 

“During our previous meeting on 
this issue, you indicated that if the jury 
did not indict, you would commence 
an investigation into this matter.” 

The late Carolyn Adams, an Afri- 
can-American woman, was killed on 
September 10 by Officer James 
Consalvo, a white patrolman, after a 
short struggle. 

Consalvo maintains that he was 
trying to arrest Adams on the suspi- 
cion of solicitation, when she engaged 
him ina fierce struggle — astruggle he 
contends that resulted in him fearing 
for his life. 

Officer Consalvo was cleared by a 
grand jury on November 6 of criminal 
wrongdoing. The Middlesex County 
Prosecutor's Office was responsible 
for presenting the details of the shoot- 
ing to the grand jury. 


Marlin said. 

The grand jury decision came asa | 
disappointment to many in the local f 
African-Americancommunit—acom- \ 
munity concerned over the influence | 
of race in the use of deadly force by the | 
police department. 

Officer Consalvo remains sus- | 
pended without pay from the New | 
Brunswick Police Department. He will 
soon face an administrative hearing, 
led by the Middlesex County Prosecu- 
tor’s Office. The issue at question will 
be whether or not the Officer used 
appropriate police protocol with 
Adams 

The appropriateness of the pat- 
down of Adams and the failure to call 
for backup are just two of the issues of 
concern 
In a recent interview with City $ 
News, New Brunswick Police Director | 
Michael Beltranena Jr. said the date of | 
the administrative hearing had yet to | 
be set. “It is really in the hands of the 
hearing officer,” Beltranena said 


Photo by Roy Lewis. 


WASHINGTON, DC—National 
Urban League President Hugh B. Price 
recently asked President Clinton to 
convene a Summit on Police Miscon- 
duct and propose a National Code of 
Conduct for police. 

“The National Urban League is 
going to pursue this to the fullest,” 
said Price. “We will not rest until we 
see President Clinton take the leader- 
ship on this issue of police brutality 
against black men. 

“We don’t want roadside judges 
and juries— we want justice,” Price 
noted, 

Price pointed out that racial ten- 
sions have engulfed cities like Pitts- 
burgh and St. Petersburg in the wake 
of confrontations between police and 
civilians. 

“Since this problem threatens the 
domestic tranquillity of cities across 
the country and—when it careens out 
of control, endangers the lives of of- 
ficers and citizens alike—itis anation- 
al crisis which requires presidential 
leadership.” 

“My Jonny had never been arrest- 
ed before,” said Mrs. Narves 
Gammage; mother of 31-year-old Jonny 
Gammage who died of a choke hold 
afflicted by in-Rittsburgh PA. 


he had a paper route, he worked all 
through high school and college. 

“He wasn’t a threat to anyone, he 
ft. 4" and weighed only 160 
pounds. I’m pleading to President 
Clinton to do something,” Gammage 
said. 

“We need to ask President Clinton 
about the police code of silence,” said 
Jonny Gammage, Sr., the victim's fa- 
ther. 

“Why did it take five white police 
officers to suffocate my 164 pound 
son? Even the good cops won’t talk 
about the bad cops,” he stated. 

“Too many citizens have lost faith 
in the criminal justice system,” said 
Pittsburgh Urban League President 
Ester L. Bush. “We have had enough 
of all-white juries acquitting all the 
officers. There is anger and frustration 
isf Pittsburgh and high teasion be 
tween the police and the community.” 

“Tt takes a riot to get attention to 
our problems,” said St. Petersburg, 
Urban League President James O. 
Simmons. “That’s what we had when 
officers killed Tyrone Lewis. 

“We call on President Clinton and 
local officials to address these prob- 


lems and the sea of disparity in the 
apices 


“Jonny was a wonderful human 
being, he tried to do the right things, 


See CODE OF CONDUCT/ page 8 


_. Assemblyman Jones disagrees 
investigate Adams killing with Whitman's stance on Texaco 


TRENTON—Assembly Deputy 
Minority Leader LeRoy J. Jones, Jr. (D- 
Essex) recently issued a statement to 
the press, in reaction to Governor 
Whitman’s response to a proposal to 
divest the state of Texaco stock hold- 
ings. 

In his statement, Jones said, “Goy- 
ernor Whitman has apparently decid- 
ed to give the benefit of the doubt to 
Texaco executives, when they have 
not yet earned the trust of this state, 
the nation or the minority communi- 
ty.” 

Governor Whitman had previous- 
ly stated that she would want to as- 
sess whateffecta divestiture of Texaco 
stock would have on the state’s pen- 
sion system. 

While the Governor condemned 
the scandal at Texaco, she did note 
that the steps to correct concerns at 
Texaco might negate the need for di- 
vestiture. 

In his statement to the press, Jones 
went on to say, “I'd like to believe that 
Governor Whitman’s statement was 
just a quick response and not one she 
decides to maintain. 

The Governor has clung to a phi- 
losophy of ’many faces, one family,” 
and ignoring Texaco’s corporate rac- 
ism would certainly be an affront to 


many of the faces in this family.” 


New Jersey currently holds 990,000 
shares of Texaco stock valued at $100 
million, purchased through the state’s 
$52 billion pension system. 

Jones added that once relieved of 
its Texaco stock holdings, the state 
would be forbidden from 


Assembly Deputy Minority Leader LeRoy Jones, Jr. 


in Texaco until the company had dem- 
onstrated a proven record of tolerance 
and diversity, and respect for the 
state’s minority community 

This divestiture not only would 
send a message to Texaco, it would 
impress upon all large corporations 
that this state will not stand by idly 
whenever women or minorities are 
exploited, ridiculed, or discriminated 
against.” 

On December 5, Jones introduced 
legislation that would force the state 
to divest itself of Texaco stock. The 
bill requires the sale to result in a profit 
beneficial to the state’s current and 


future pension recipients. 
The ‘ 


in the wake of the record-setting dis- 
crimination lawsuit that Texaco Inc. 
recently settled, with a $176 million 
award for its African-American em- 
ployees. 

The case caused national outrage 
because of tape recordings that cap- 
tured senior company executives plai 
ning the destruction of lawsuit-relat- 
ed documents. Audiotapes also re- 
vealed top-level Texaco executives 
using racial epithets to describe Afri- 
can-American employees. 

Assemblyman Jones is planning a 
January 1997 corporate roundtable of 
chief executives from the state’s For- 
tune 500 companies, to address the 
need for effective diversity programs 
in the private sector. 
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Got news? We want to hear it. Call us at 908-754-3400 
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THRUDECEMBER27 
WOODBRIDGE—TheB: 


garet Williams Theatre of Hepburn Hall, 
‘onthe C 


Cen- 
ter will host an exhibition entitled 
“Trains, Trolleys and Tracks,” a dis- 
Play of model trains curated by Michael 
Gelensky. For more info call 908634- 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 
NORTHBRANCH—The RVCC Jazz En- 
semble will perform their winter con- 
Cert at 8:00 p.m. in the Welpe Little 
Theatre at Raritan Valley Community 
college. Tickets are $7.50 general pub- 
lic and $5.00 for students. For ticket 
information, call 908-725-3420. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 
WILLIAMSTOWN—The Bethany Sin- 
gles present... “Celebrating Jesus” an 
elegant black & white affair featuring 
food, fun & fellowship for singles. The 
affair will be held at the Columbus 
Manor Black Horse Pike, 7:00.pm. Tick- 
ets are $30. For more information call 
the Bethany Baptist Church 609-784- 
2220. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 
EDISON—The Middlesex County Col- 
k y ki 


Boulevard. For more information call 
the JCSC Department of Music, Dance, 
and Theatre at 201-200-3151 


THRUDECEMBER 14 
JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State Col- 
lege will offer two courses for individ- 
uals seeking certification as alcohol 
and drug abuse counselors in the state 
of New Jersey. For more info call 201- 
200-3089. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 
NORTHBRANCH—The Nebraska The- 
atre Caravan presents Charles Dicken's 
AChristmas Carolat the Edward Nash 
Theatre at Raritan Valley Community 
College. Presentations are held at 
3:00p.m. & 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $17 
and $22. For more information call the 
Theatre box office, 908-725-3420. For 
groups of 10 or more call, Alonzo 
Cartlidge, 908-253-6681. 


DECEMBER 13-15 
OCEAN GROVE— The New Jersey 
Division of Travel and Tourism announc- 


g 
sor a fundraising social dance at the 
ZPACocktail Lounge, 281 Grace Street, 
Perth Amboy. Admission is $10 in ad- 
vance and $15 at the door. The event 
begins at 8:00 pm to 2:00am. 


EAST RUTHERFORD—The New Jer- 
sey Devils Hockey Team will hold their 
15th annual Toys for Tots collection, 
when they host the Montreal Canadi- 
ans at 7:35 PM. 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK—Covenant 
House is sponsoring a special party 
for kids at the Fulton Housing Develop- 
ment and American Red Cross. Teens 
will present and plan a Christmas par- 
ty, complete with Santa. The event will 
be held at 346 West 17th Street, from 
11 am to 3 pm. For more info call 212- 
613-0300. 


JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State Col- 
lege will host it's 39th annual “Holiday 
Choral Concert” at8:00p.m. in the Mar- 


esa y Festival of home 
tours, period costumes and concerts. 
For more info call 1-800-JERSEY-7. 


THRUDECEMBER15 
JERSEY CITY—Leamntomakelong|ast- 
ing outdoor decorations and table cen- 
terpieces from fresh greens. Hudson 
County Community College from 1-4 
p.m. For class info call 201-714-2107. 


DECEMBER17 
SUMMIT—The Summit chorale willhold 
their annual “Messiah” community sing, 
atthe Central Presbyterian Church, 70 
Maple Street. Free admission. Snow 
date Wednesday, December 18, 8 p.m. 
Formore information call 201-762-8486. 


DECEMBER17-18 
EASTORANGE—'The Secrets of Home 
Buying,” a free seminar hosted by the 
NAACP, E.O. Local Assistance Board 
and Midlantic PNC Bank. 6 p.m. at 7 
Glenwood Ave., Seating is limited, call 
201-266-1229, 


For the 


A 


, poet, and performer Jayne Cortez (r) discusses her work with Dr. Denise 
Mullen, (I) chair of Jersey City State College's Art Department, and Ben 
Jones, an art professor at the college, at the opening of her show. Cortez, who 
became involved in printmaking in 1974 and has been creating monoprints 
since 1984, exhibited 15 monoprints that combine her own words and images. 


CALDWELL-John II. Moore, of Newark (2nd from r) issworn inasa member | 
of the Executive Board of the Local 68 International Union of Operating 
le 
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best possible holiday, 
The Best home equity 
line of credit! 


Investors Savings’ Homeowners Equity Line of Credit, with a 


i i Current variable 
15-years Fixed Rate 3 years Fixed Rate 5 years | | rate* 
Introductory ] % 
fixed rate 4 
T 


fixed introductory rate for 3 or 5 years and money-saving benefits. 


Here’s simply one of the smartest, easiest ways to free up the equity in your home and have 
the money to do the things you want. It’s Investors Savings Bank’s Homeowners Equity Line 
of Credit, and it features both a low rate and a list of extraordinary benefits. Just look at the / 


of 3 or 5 years. 


for the life of your loan. 
+ The possibility of signifi 


+ The comfort of a fixed rate for your choice . 


advantages you get at Investors Savings: 


No points. 


+ After the fixed-rate period, variable-rate 
payments of only 1% over the prime rate 


tax me 


No appraisal fee. 
+ No application fee. 


You don’t have to be a current customer 
of Investors Savings Bank to qualify. 


* Based on the current prime rate of 8.25% +1% margin. 
** Interest is usually tax deductible; please consult your tax advisor. 


months 


prior to application. 
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75% of 
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Maximum interest rate is 15%. 


1% over 


Longer-term fixed-rate equity loans are also available. 


s’ office 


Getan 


INVESTORS 


hood 


at your 


or call our Loan Origination Department: 


1-800-252-8119 
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|| SAVINGS BANK 


PASSAIC--Two AmeriCorps volunteers test the water at the Passaic River for 
evidence of pollution. The effort was part of a statewide project called NJ 
Community Water Watch, which is run by New Jersey Public Research Group 
Law & Policy Center (NJPIRG). The group released important information 
k’s water quality and also kicked off plans to “watchdog” the 


Engineers by Theodore F. Kulesza, I.U.0.E. Regional Director, wi incent 
J. Giblin, Local 68 Business Manager;(1) and Thomas P. Giblin, President 
look on. 


Gill measure aiding 
non-profits advances 


TRENTON--The Assembly State 
Government Committee recently 
passed a legislation sponsored by 
Assembly Democratic Whip Nia Gill. 

The legislation will make it easier 
for non-profit organizations to pur- 
chase materials. 

"This bill will enable non-profit 


cational purposes, for scientific test- 
ing for public safety, for the preven- 
tion of cruelty to children, for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals or to 
foster amateur sports competition. 
The bill would apply only tonon- 
profit organizations that have ce 
tracts with the state and meet mi 


groups to acquire goods and equip- 
ment at reduced rates, just as local 
governments and school districts cur- 
rently do," said Gill (D-Essex). "These 
savings will help these important non- 
profit service 


mum qualifying thresholds. Gill said 
the state could examine the results 
from this pilot program to determine if 
group discounts should apply to all 
non-profit organizations. 

‘The state has over 4,000 non- 


organizations profit organizations, of which more 


E- MC J ball to be more ef- than 600 have contracts with the New 

Compact Disc | ficient and Jersey Department of Human Ser- 

a Accessories | productive." vices’ Division of Youth and Family 
RHYTHM The mea Services, 

sure (A-2203) "Non-profit organizations pro- 

LIMITED would apply vide tremendous assets 10 our esi- 


to non-profits 
established in 


dents," said Gill. "However they run 


LATEST Hits on shoestring budgets limiting the 


VINTAGE OLDIES 


263 CENTRAL AVE. 


of KOR ba NewJerseyfor full scope of services being offered." 
ene 676-1378 ERIC R. MCPHERSON, JR. charitable, lit- Themeasure was approved by aunan- 
erary or edu- imous margin. 
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_ City News Publishing Company 


invites you to nominate 
your candidate for the 


Second Annual 100 Most Influential Award 
Event: May 1, 1997 
For information call 908-754-3400 


(Please only use official nomination form below) 


| 
i| 

Recpgnizing the 100 Most Influential who have fostered the progress of 
| black people or the rebuilding of New Jersey's urban centers 


‘You must use this form or one from City News to nominate a person for ihe 100 Moit Influential. You must identify 
yourself and a phone number where you can be reached, The 2nd Annual 100 Most Influential will be held May 1, 1997. 


Nomination Form 
All information is confidential. Deadline is November 26, 1996 
i name. 
Address. City. State. Zip. 
Home phone. i Fax. 


Briefly describe why you feel your nominee has contributed significantly to the progress of black 
people in New Jersey or to the rebuilding of New Jersey's urban centers. 


Your name. Phone. 
Address, 
How do you know this person? 
Send to: City News 100, PO Box 191, Plainfield, NJ 07060 or fax to (908) 753-1036. 
For information call (908) 754-3400. 
Nominee Categories: Please check one category 


City. State___Zip. 


__Education Economic & Community Development 
—Minority Business Enterprise — Corporate Community Involvement 
Entertainment & Sports — Politics, Law & Government 
—Health, Science & Technology —Media, Arts & Culture 

Religion — GivilRights 


December 11 - December 17, 1996 


CITY 


NEWS 


Behind the scenes at the O.J. Simpson trial 


BLACK CAUCUS HEAD SAYS: 


ADMINSITRATION DAWD 


by William C. Mann 


WASHINGTON, DC(AP)—With 
continued world inaction, the ethnic 
hatred in central Africa threatens to 
engulf much of the continent's east- 
ern half in violence, the head of the 
Congressional Black Caucus said 
Wednesday. 

Rep. Donald M. Payne said the 
United States risks losing its leader- 
ship of the post-Cold War world by 
leaving the African cauldron untended 
“while we sit trying to make up our 
minds.” 

Payne, D-N.J.,lectured the Clinton 
administration at a hearing in which 


administration officials spoke of fresh 
tensions to come in Rwanda; cross- 
border fighting in Zaire involving 
Ugandans; continuing ethnic turmoil 
in Burundi; and refugee pressures in 
Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire 

“The situation we have today is 
the result of not facing the situation 
adequately two years ago,” Payne 
said. Without action to contain the 
turmoil, he said, it could envelop east- 
central Africa from Tanzania as far 
north as Sudan and west as Zambia. 

Phyllis Oakley, an assistant secre- 
tary of state, said the Rwandan dilem- 
ma already improved greatly with the 
return of 600,000 Hutus, who fled to 
Zaire after tribal extremists slaugh- 


Specifically, bathroom stalls, 
plumbing and exposed wiring are 
being repaired. Supplies such as toi- 
let tissues, soaps, paper towels, and 
hand drying machines are provided 
unabated. 

“T'm here as a physical witness 
that there is something good going 
on in our city of Newark” said Al- 
Malyk Williams, a student of the 


Recovery coninues 


from page 1 


district. “Often times when I’m pub- 
lic speaking in various places, I find 
that people have a negative image of 
our city even before meeting one of 


s. 

“Therefore it is my proud plea- 
sure to tell you or to invite you to 
come down and to see first hand 
what's going on in our great city and 
our magnificent schools. 


NBC Continued from page 


airing. 

NBC plays the “race card” by 
lopening the documentary with reac- 
tion to the verdict in the O.J. Simpson 
murder trial, which happened on the 
day of her attack in 1995, she said. 

She said NBC also shows an in- 
accurate composite sketch of her al- 
leged rapist. This, she said, “can only 
serve the fictional premise that there is 
ja black bogey man out there, raping 
white women ... This is Willie Horton 
lall over again.” 

Pomeris a filmmaker and an anti- 
death penalty activist who works on 
the case of Mumia Abu Jamal, a black 
activist on death row in Pennsylvania 
for the shooting of a police officer. 

“T’m stunned,” NBC senior pro- 
ducer Claudia Pryor said of the criti- 
icism. “Most of the hour is based on 
her description of what she went 
through and is narrated by her.” 
The Simpson verdict was men- 
tioned, in part, because Pomer stated 
that the alleged rapist told her that one 
‘of the reasons he attacked her was 
because he was angry about the reac- 
tion of many whites to the verdict, 
| [Pryor said. The composite was based 


‘ona description signed by Pomer, she 
added. 
Pomer noted that while she had] 
helped police draw a composite, she} 
had never seen the drawing used by| 
NBC as a dramatic device, much less} 
signed it, and furthermore, it doesn’t} 
look like the man who raped her. 
After she had seen the program, 
Pomer called Pryor and screamed that} 
“I can no longer hold my head up in 
South Central” Los Angeles, an area} 
with a high concentration of minori-| 
ties,” Pryor said. 
“I believe the reason she is so} 
angry is because we covered her story| 
and not her agenda,” Pryor said. “She 
hasa political agenda, I believe, that... 
makes her rapist sort of a troubled} 
young man whodid terrible thing but| 
we need to feel sorry for him.” 
According to Pomer, she was dis- 
gusted by NBC’s comments —partic-| 
ularly since the show's producers had 
persuaded her to go along with the 
story by promising to describe her 
work as an activist—and then decid- 
ed to drop that angle 
“Nobody wants this guy off the| 
street more than I do,” she added. 
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tered a half-million Rwandans of the 
Tutsi tribe in 1994. 

The exiles went back in mid-No- 
vember, but 200,000 to 400,000 
Rwandans still roam the jungles of 
northern Zaire, Oakley said. She said 
Zairian rebels have prevented relief 
workers from going into the area even 
to count how many there are. 

“Remarkably, given the still very 
fresh pains of genocide, human rights 
monitors have seen almost no cases of 
retribution,” she told the House For- 
eign Relations international operations 


LING IN AFRICAN CRISIS 


and others are considering what would 
be necessary to mount an airdrop to 
resupply those still in Zaire. 

Oakley also predicted tensions will 
rise in coming weeks as Tutsi squat- 
ters who took over Hutu houses after 
their own dwellings were destroyed in 
the ethnic violence are forced to va- 
cate the homes they have taken over. 

In next-door Burundi, the United 
States wants the Hutu and Tutsi sides 
to negotiate a cease-fire in their ethnic 
violence, which also is killing mainly 
civilians. Richard Bogosian, the State 
D 


and human rights 

She said plans are in abeyance for 
sending a multinational force, which 
the U.N. Security Council authorized 
before the refugees unexpectedly re- 
turned to Rwanda. Canada, which 
would lead the force, the United States 


s for Rwanda 
and Burundi, said little progress is 
being made. 

Bogosian also said about 100 
American and other missionaries, fled 
the northeastern Zaire town of Rethi 
after Uganda sent in troops last week- 


end. He said Washington is urging the 
Ugandans to exercise restraint, even if 
provoked by Ugandan rebels operat- 
ing from Zaire. The latest appeal went 
to Kampala on Wednesday, he said 

Both Payne and Rep. Christopher 
Smith, R-N.J., the subcommittee’s 
chairman, complained that Washing- 
ton seems inordinately worried about 
shoring up Zaire’s president, Mobutu 
Sese Seko, recuperating in Europe from 
cancer surgery. Both pictured him as 
a corrupt dictator. 

Payne noted that Mobutu was a 
foil against Soviet influence during 
the Cold War. “I ask, why not take out 
the man we put in? I'm told he’s the 
only one who can keep the country 
together,” he said. “Like he’s going 
to live forever.” 

Smith, among the House’s stron- 


gest opponents of abortion, tangled 
with Oakley over reports Smith quot- 
ed that international relief workers are 
performing “chemical abortions” on 
refugee women who request them, 
even those who were not pregnant 
from rape. 

Agencies of the United Nations 
and the Red Cross have announced 
that refugee women in Zaire and else- 
where who want to prevent pregnan- 
cy are being treated with regular con- 
traceptive pills to prevent fertilized 
eggs from attaching to the uterus. 

Oakley told Smith that is not abor- 
tion according to the standard medical 
definition. 

Smith responded that she was 
“playing semantic games” with the 
definition. At any rate, he said, “It’s 
ending new life.” 


Whitma 


by Thomas Martello 


TRENTON(AP)—Two months 
ago, black ministers issued a report 
card on Gov. Christie Whitman. They 
gave her a ‘C.’ 

On Tuesday, December 3 
Whitman went to school on concerns 
of the black community during ameet- 
ing with ministers in a church basè- 
ment. 

Whitman, just one month from 
her election year, discussed a wide 
range of issues, including school fund- 
ing, hospital charity care, welfare re 
form, and affirmative action. 

The Republican governor said 
Trenton must come up with a perma- 
nent dollar source for hospital charity 
care when a stopgap measure expires 
at the end of next year. She pitched her 
school funding pian, appointed one of 
her staffers to meet regularly with the 
ministers, and pledged to oppose lep- 
islation to end affirmative action. 
The ministers are attempting to 
widen their role in state policy-making 
after a successful get-out-the-vote 
effort in the November election. The 
black vote was boosted to 13 percent 
of the total vote in this presidential 
year, up from 10 percent four se 
ago. The high turnout was one of 
reasons cited for big Democratic wins 


je 
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o Cobfon 


n meets with black ministers 


by President Clinton and U.S. Sen. 
elect Robert Torricelli. 

“It makes sense for the governor 
to meet with the leadership of the 
African-American community,” said 
Rey. Reginald Jackson, executive di- 
rector of the ministers council. 

Jackson said it is wrong to as- 
sume black voters will simply cast 
ballots for Democrats, noting that 
Republican Gov. Thomas H. Kean got 
more than 60 percent of the black vote 
when he ran for re-election in 1985. 

Whitman, who got about one- 
quarter of the black votein 1993, will be 
hard-pressed to match Kean’s 1985 
numbers. Voter exit polls conducted 
last month by Voter News Service for 
The Associated Press and television 
networks found that while 55 percent 
ofall voters approve of Whitman’ job 
performance, about two-thirds of 
blacks don’t think she’s doing a good 
job. 

The ministers’ political armin Oc- 
tober issued a report card that gave 
Whitman an overall ‘C’ grade. Jack- 
son said the governor seemed to re- 
spond to the ministers’ concerns at 
their meeting, but said they now await 
action _ and will issue another report 
card next October, one month before 
Election Day. 

“I don’t think there’s any Demo- 


We cruised for a while, getting to know each other. 


Hugging \as we curved, feeling nothing could get 
in our way, a smooth experience is what I knew 
was ahead. Destination...forever in a day. 
They said my head has always been in 
the clouds - my favorite has always been 
Cirrus. It’s silver lining is left on my soul, 


right where it belongs. 
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crat that has a leg up on her (among 
black voters),” said Jackson. “She's 
holding her own.” 

Whitman said “politics was not 
discussed” in the meeting with about 
100 ministers in the basement of the 
Galilee Baptist Church. 

Jackson said education is the top 
priority for the ministers. Whitman 
and lawmakers are working on a re- 
sponse to a state Supreme Court deci- 
sion that says New Jersey shortchang- 
es public school studenis in poor ur- 
ban areas. 

“We challenged the governor to 
work feverishly for parity in school 
funding,” said the Rev. Calvin 
McKinney, vice president of the Gen- 
eral Baptist Convention of New Jer- 
sey 

Whitman’s plan calls for the 
teaching of a core curriculum in each 
school in an attempt to achieve what 
she calls a “world class” education 
standard in each school. However, 
those curriculum standards are sur- 
passed in many suburban schools, 
leading critics to say the plan would 
not close the disparity between rich 
and poor. 

McKinney said the ministers 
agree there should be education stan- 
dards in each school, and pitched a 
plan for ministers to “adopt” schools 


ffo, 
‘lessly glide through a®™ 


to increase parent involvement. But 
he said while Whitman “uses the term 
core curriculum, we're talking about a 
comprehensive curriculum.” 

Jackson said Whitman agreed to 
involve them in a partnership with the 
private sector to boost cities, saying 
they will target Camden, Atlantic City, 
Trenton, Newark, Asbury Park and 
Paterson. He provided few details, 
and noted that prior to the meeting, 
“We felt there was no urban agenda 
with this administration.” 

Jackson said jobs must be creat- 
ed in cities if Whitman’s proposed 
welfare reforms are to work. The re- 
forms would end benefits after five 
years, “but they have got to have 
jobs to go to,” he said. 

The ministers also called on 
Whitman to forma bipartisan commis- 
sion to deal with hospital charity care 
before Election Day. 

“I put a proposal in last year with 
a 25 cent tax on cigarettes that didn’t 
get anywhere, and so we need to revis- 
it that,” Whitman said. 

Jackson said the ministers had 
already met with potential Democratic 
gubernatorial candidates, but would 
not give names. He did say one “is 
very familiar.” When asked if it was 
former Gov. Jim Florio, defeated by 
Whitman in 1993, Jackson smiled but 
remained silent. 
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EDITORIAL 


The fight to save 
affirmative action 


Legislation proposed by Republicans Michael Carroll and Kevin 
O’ Tool (R-Essex) to repeal the state's affirmative action laws should 
be fought vigorously at every level of our state and legislature. It is 
incumbent on ourelected officials, both Republican and Democrat, to 
continue the state's effort of supporting equal opportunity and access 


{tis estimated that Afric: 


iffirmative actionand you will 


inallaspects of employ „education 
Minorities and women have contributed significantly to this na- 
tion’s economy, specifically because affirmative action laws made it 


abundantly clearthat government, corporations and institutions could 
not continue an unwritten policy of exclusion. 

n Americans will have contributed nearly 
$500 billion into the nation’s economy by year's 
clude the nation fi 


end. Eliminate 


Radi 


by Sidney E. Morse 


The tally is in and, to no one’s 
surprise, Bill Clinton regained his po- 
sition as leader of the most powerful 
nation in the world. And while the 
Republicans were able to maintain 
control of both the House and Senate 
by the slimmest of margins, the voters 
sent their message loud and clear that | 
they want the tenor of government to 
be one of moderation and not one that © 
is reflected in the agenda of the “ex- 
treme right.” But while the White 
House and Congress remain the same, 
“is it time for radical change in the 
African-American community?” 

Neglected urban communities, 
drugs, crime, a severe lack of jobs, 
health problems, including the AIDS 
crisis, and a general absence of a de- 


income. 


and have vowed to fight an. 


at the bottom of the bag. 


attempt to repeal 
todo so would keep the playing field uneven and "black Jelly beans" 


from 


the underutilized contributions of black America. 

In addition, the primary benefactors of affirmative action is the 
oman, White women have long enjoyed their rise in public and 
sectors, and are able to supplement their family’s and personal 


Attacks on affirmative action isa thinly veiled attempt to maintain 
the status quo. Governor Christine Whitman has pledged a continued 
support of affirmative action. And, a biparti: 
assembly has strongly denounced the efforts of Carroll and O’Toole 


n group in the state's 


appear to be the most 
pressing challenges facing the Afri- 
can-American community today. 

If not radical change, then at least 
two fundamental dynamics need to be 
modified if African-Americans are to 
take advantage of this new “strategic 
window of opportunity” provided by 
the re-election of President Clinton. It 
is clear that the continuity reflected in 
the election results, aided 


tion. Not 


THE PASTOR'S WORD 


Working 


together 


for the good of 
urban cities 


by Reverend Reginald Jackson 


A couple of 
weeks ago Money 
Magazine came out 
with a survey that 
named Newark last 
in a list of unsafe 
cities in the United 
States. The survey 
produced a 
firestorm of criti- 
cism from the political and community 
leadership of Newark. The story in 
Mo gazine continues an ongo. 
ingpatternof making Newark, the butt 
or the object of jokes and negative 
stories. Late Night talk shows, come- 
dians and a host of others have heaped 
ile on Newark. 
ark does have a multitude of 
a school system which for 
has not educated, political 


ey | 


corruption which has undermined and 
sapped the confidence of much of its 
citizenry, a police department which 


d 10t make it’s citizens feel safe, 
lemic of carjackings and increased 
of AIDS that is 
among the highest in the nation and a 
plethora of other problems. Indeed 
Newark has major problems. 

let us all be real, All of 
urban centers have major prob- 
lems, troubled public schools, low 


an 


drug use, an incidenc 


public confidence, citizens who are 
worried about their safety, drug use 
that is increasing, and other problems. 
The same problems that Newark has 
So what exactly is the benefit or the 


furor over the survey 


ght of our cities, does 


ence whether you live in 
the city ranked 1020r 202. Dothe jokes 
made about the 202nd city, make the 
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other cities safer or better? Does Crit- 
icism of Newark make the other cities 
better? Of course not. 

Mayor Sharpe James and the oth- 
er leaders in Newark are right to be 
upset about the criticism of Newark, 
not right because the problems don’t 
exist, but right because Newark, has 
unfairly been singled out. It gives the 
inference that Newark, is making no 
progress. The truth is that while it may 
be slow, progress is being made, and 
should be acknowledged. 

Last Tuesday, The Black Minis- 
ters Council of New Jersey. met with 
Gov. Christine Whitman to discuss a 
host of s, One of the issues was 
an urban agenda for targeted urban 
areas of the state. The targeted cities 
are Camden, Atlantic City, Asbury 
Park, Trenton, Newark, and Paterson, 

We proposed a partnership with 
the stale, (Urban Coordinating Coun- 
cil), the Black Ministers Council and 
the corporate community to revitalize 
and rebuild our urban areas, this, of 
course, will include local elected lead- 
ership, community-based non-profit 
organizations, churches, schools, etc. 
The Ministers Council would facili- 
tate the interactions. 

There is much to be done to im- 
prove the quality of life in our urban 
centers. It all does not include money 
and will take some time, But we must 
do something to make a difference in 
our urban centers, and it will take all of 
us. 


Those who live in the suburban 
and rural areas of the state may wish to 
ignore the urban areas of the state but 
they do so at their own peril. Those 
dumping on and making fun of New- 
ark, need to be reminded that so goes 
the urban areas, so goes the state, 
New Jersey will not be all it can be 
without the quality of life in urban 
areas being enhanced. 

This quality of life must include 
not only clean and safe streets, decent 
housing, and employment and sound 


by a “tempered” congress, at a mini- 
mum, signals a period of “benign” 
governance at the federal level as it 
relates to the concerns of African- 
Americans. 

The first change calls for a shift in 
examining the cause of the challenges 
the African-American community fac- 
es nationwide from an external per- 
spective to an internal one. That is to 
say we must first change the instru- 
ment of analysis from a telescope to a 
microscope and look from within. There 
isacritical need to engage inanational 
introspective dialogue and use it as a 
pillar for building effective “self-em- 
powerment strategies.” 

My mother used to frequently tell 
me that “prosperity starts at home and 
spreads abroad.” As African Ameri- 
cans, we cannot build the kind of infra- 
structure that will facilitate our partic- 
ipation in the 21st century unless we 


{ understand what strengths we pos- 
® sess both as individuals and as a na- 
| tional community. 
| __ Equally as important is the notion 
| of our willingness to better understand 
| our weaknesses and use them to de- 
| velop strategies that will make usstron- 
ger and healthier as a people. 
| The second dynamic is one that is 
| currently being controlled by media 
| forces outside of the African-Ameri- 
‘can community. Ateach important junc- 
Eg of our socioeconomic evolution, 
| we have made a definitive change in 
+ our public image to support structural 
| changes necessary to facilitate 
| progress. 

Just as we changed the nomencla- 

Í ture of what we were called from “col- 

Í ored to Negro” in the late 50s, “Negro 
to “Afro-American” and then to black” 

« in the late 60s and early 70s and “black 
to African American” in the 80s, it is 
now time to change the content of our 
dialogue from “civil rights” to “self- 
empowerment.” 

The Civil Rights Movement is a 
legacy of which all African Americans 
can be proud, as it has served as a 
shining example to the world of what it 
means to engage in human struggle to 
achieve a noble and virtuous goal. 

That is why we should contest 
every time the media chooses to use 
the term “civil rights” leader or orga- 
nization because it has come to be the 
equivalent of “code language” which 
Signifies “black” or minority. This 
would not be so bad except that too 
often its contextual use has a regres- 
sive tone of subordination as the es- 
sence of its foundation. 

The Civil Rights era is best sym- 
bolized by the partnership, so aptly 
necessary at its peak, between gov- 
ernment and those who were op- 
pressed, But the equation has changed 
and now, that partnership, very effec- 
tive in providing basic civil liberties 
and lifting African Americans to the 
next level of our socio-economic evo- 
lution, is ready to enjoy the treasures 
of its rich history. 

Theelection time- 


which I refer. Proposition 209, the 
California Civil Rights Initiative, its 
name dripping with irony, was passed 
by a substantial margin of voters. 
This is a trend that will no doubt soon 
be making an appearance on ballots in 
every State of the Union. In a post 
affirmative-action period, African- 
Americans must take it upon them- 
selves to produce “affirmative” re- 
sults. 

The “strategic window of oppor- 
tunity” offered by a second Clinton 
White House, provides a chance for 
the African-American community to 
develop and implement strategies that 
shiftemphasis away from government 
and toward “self-empowerment.” 

On is SUMMIT 2000. 


ical change needed now 


Here in Southern California, the 
Los Angeles Urban League, under the 
leadership of its President John Mack 
is launching a major entertainment 
initiative that ties computer training 
and high technology skills to guaran- 
tee jobs in partnership with Holly- 
wood’s largest film studios. This ef- 
fort, focuses on African Americans 
and other minorities from displaced 
worker pools. 

It not only provides a formula for 
self-empowerment, but opens an in- 
dustry that has been largely closed to 
people of color since its inception 
some 70+ years ago. This will allow 
African Americans the rare opportu- 
nity to be on the front end of the 
curve instead of behind it 


Earlier this year, an impressive group 
of Los Angeles African-American 
business executives got together to 
organize an effort to facilitate a na- 
tional dialogue on African-American 
economic development. 

The content of the dialogue cen- 
ters around five key areas: Under- 
standing capitalism, access to capital, 
increasing ownership, emerging in- 
dustries and business opportunities 
and the economic implications of so- 
cial issues. 

Back in May, these business lead- 
ers chose to highlight the launch of 
SUMMIT 2000 by demonstrating the 
impact of the “information super high- 
way’ and how it can be used as a self- 
empowerment tool. They conducted 
a five-city televised conference with 
other business and community lead- 
ers in New York, Washington, DC, 
Atlanta and Chicago. This was a pre- 
cursor to the national conference that 
was held in Washington, DC in Sep- 
tember, 

SUMMIT 2000 is an attempt to 
tap into the wonderful things that are 
already going on and leverage them 
into ie economic result for the Afri- 


More efforts like these are needed 
nationwide. 

At the same time, the CIA-crack 
cocaine connection has been expand- 
ed into a national inquiry. This is a 
situation that must certainly be inves- 
tigated and if the allegations are true, 
those responsible brought to justice. 
Butit would be ill-advised for African- 
American leaders to focus more on 
another example of “oppressive 
victomology” than to tap into the 
power derived from taking responsi- 
bility for one’s own actions. 

After all, we have not as yet heard 
the CIA being accused of “holding 
guns to people’s heads” forcing them 
to smoke “crack.” For to relinquish 
responsibility for our own behavior is 
to surrender control over our destiny 
as well. 

As the African-American commu- 
nity watches the nation enter the sec- 
ond term ofaClinton Administration, let 
us ask ourselves, “What do we have 
the power to control?” The answers 
should serve as the building blocks for 
a new vision, a new future and a new 
reality. This process of examination will 
create a “strategically progressive” 


nation- 
we The group plans to conduct 
conferences around the country both 
in individual cities and to host a na- 


ly example of just the dynamics to 


tional each year between 
now and the year 2000. 


model that will 
the challenges and the opportunities 
of the new millennium. 

Sidney Morse, a Los Angeles res- 
ident, is a strategic development con- 
sultant, 


St. Louis contractors 


by Harry C. Alford | 


Shut ‘em down! Shut 'em down! 
oh! how sweet the words from the 
classic Gil Scott Heron song sounded 
in New York City last Friday, Novem- 
ber 29, 1996. The Day that 200 black 
warriors—brothers & sister—flew in 
from St. Louis, loaded on buses/that 
took them in front of the New York 
Stock Exchange Protest the lack of 


will become common throughout this 
country until equal opportunity in 


ment dntities are now on notice. 
If Wve will fly from St. Louis to 
shutdown a thoroughfare of world re- 


is necessary. The adrenaline and pos- 
itive poi of this writer had not 
been experienced since the Million Man 


inclusiveness activities for the entire March. now have a vision of another 
world. The was that Million black oming to Washing- 
the famous Wall St. Thoroughfarewas tOn, DC with theirmillion Black women 
closed off to the public, forcing Stock aNd they won't be coming to Atone. 


Exchange employees to scurry in and 
out of the alley entrance. 

Shaka Zulu, Martin Luther King, 
Malcom X, Frederick Dou Harriet 
Tubman and many others who came 
before us musthave been smiling down 
on the new, bold and victorious activ- 
ity. This was the beginning of what 


Natibns Bank of Charlotte, NC, is 
buying Boatman’s Bancshares which 
operates|in greater St. Louis and Kan- 
sas City, Their Pledge for community 
investment is typical of the “smoke 
and mirrors” operation of this Jim 
Crow style corporate entity. They are 
giving $10 million in business loans. 


£ 


shutdown Wall Street 


This 
for 


an outrage and we aren’t going 


The bench mark for these types of 
merges was established by our war- 
riors atthe San Francisco Black Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Congresswomen 
Maxine Waters and the Greenlining 
Institute of California. Wells Fargo 
Bank, in its merger with its Interstate 
has pledged $45 billion in minority 
mortgages, business loans and com- 
munity investment; $100 million in 
charitable donations and 40 percent 
of all purchases and contracts with 
minority and women vendors. This 
must be the least Nations Bank will 
pledge to do. This must be the least 
any future bank mergers will pledge. 
After the pledges it is up to us to 
ensure it is completed, 

Led by Eric Vickers, Esquire, the 
confrontation with Nations Bank is 
spurred by the National Black Cham- 


ber of Commerce, Minority Business 
Enterprise Legal defense and Educa- 
tion Fund and the St. Louis Minority 
Contractors Association. 

At 5 a.m. on the morning of No- 
vember29, achartered 747 jet departed 
St. Louis with Eric and 200 contrac- 
tors. It landed at LaGuardia Airport 
where I was waiting with three bus 
loads of people. From there were pro- 
ceeded to Wall St. and were met by a 
force of 2,000 NYC policemen. The 
“chess game” of civil disobedience 
began and proceeded for three gruel- 
ing hours. 

When it was over, the business 
world knew we weren’t joking. Many 
of the high ranking police officials 
who came out to view the protest 
showed their amazement. One of the 
ranking officers, a black woman stated 
that she was very impressed with our 
actions. 


Restating the problem: race and 


by Dr. Manning Marable 


The poet Langston Hughes once 
suggested years ago that the black 
American’s search for democracy in 
the United States was “a dream de- 
ferred.” Perhaps we should now add 
that this dream has been so long de- 


who has not? Who rides in the Jim 
Crow section of the bus, and who does 
not? Who lives in the ghetto, and who 
does not? Who is the first person to 
get a job, and who is the last? 

The basic paradox one must con- 
front in any consideration of the role of 
race in American life, is the tension 


between “1 and “in- 


layed, corrupted and 
that many black folk now question the 
viability of the entire political projaect 
called American democracy. 


financial manag butals 
al, spiritual and moral quality. 
Newark and all these urban cen- 
ters are a part of us, a part of New 
Jersey. Whether the statistics criti- 
cism and evaluations are true, is not 
the ultimate question. The ultimate 
question is whether we are resigned to 
leave them as they are, or whether in 
partnership we will work together to 
improve them. 


Have an opinion? we 
want to hear it. Send 
commentaries to 
City News 
PO Box 1774, 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 


Any of American 
society and history must begin with 
the study of the black American expe- 
rience in this country. This is because 
the status and existence of black peo- 
ple, the quality of our lives and the 
range of possibilities which we can 
realistically achieve through our own 
endeavors, is the essential litmus test 
forthe viability of American democra- 
cy. It is the distance between Ameri- 
ca’s rhetoric vs. its reality, between 
what America says about itself vs. 
what it actually is. 

African Americans are at the cen- 
ter of the definition about what it has 
meant to be “an American.” The real- 
ity of “blackness” has all to often 
been the criteria for determining a se- 
ries of questions about the relation- 
ship between the people, the state and 
civil society: Whois acitizen, and who 
is not? Who has voting rights, and 


clusion.” Historically, African-Amer- 
ican culture has been central to the 
construction of the cultural and the 
aesthetic contours of America. Politi- 
cally, the issue of race has been abso- 
lutely central to the major conflicts in 
the American experience, fromthe civil 
war to the civil rights movement. 

Economically, black labor was es- 
sential in the construction of this na- 
tion, from the unpaid exploitation of 
slavery to the underpaid labor of Afri- 
can Americans in central cities in the 
1990’s. Nevertheless, despite our cen- 
trality, we continue to be marginalized 
by the mainstream of the dominant 
social order. 

We are continually unequal mem- 
bers of the household, but never mem- 
bers of the national family. In the lan- 
guage of “hip-hop” culture, we are 
“dissed” in the very house we have 
helped to construct. 

From the vantage point of African- 
American history, from the depths of 
our sorrow and anger, we ask our- 


selves, why do we continued to be 
marginalized? Who benefits from this 
marginalization? Who is responsible 
for maintaining the structure of power 
and privilege which makes this 
marginalization an enduring fact of 
American life? 

African Americans understand 
that race is not a valid biological con- 
cept; that it has no genetic validity. 
Stripped of the rhetoric superiority 
and inferiority, the science of race is 
nothing but a fraud, grounded in pow- 
er, privilege and violence against those 
who are oppressed. 

Yet our lives are defined and cir- 
cumscribed by the brutal reality of 
racism, a system that denies the hu- 

manity of millions of people, limiting 
their education, health, 


inequality 


markets are actually controlled demo- 
cratically by those who produce the 
wealth, then we might seriously dis- 
cuss the possibility of “reverse rac- 
ism.” Whiteness in a racist, corpo- 
rate-controlled society is like having 
the image of American Express card or 
Diners Club card stamped on one’s 
face: immediately you aré “universal- 
ly accepted.” 

Let’s restate the problem of black 
liberation in a white, conservative and 
capitalist society: to end racism, we 
must end inequality. Our goal cannot 
be simply the assimilation or integra- 
tion of black elites into the white cul- 
tural and corporate mainstream. Nor 
can we combat inequality by going it 
alone, divorced from real and potential 
allies froma brown, 


housing and future. 

This is why all the recent talk 
about “reverse racism” is sheer non- 
sense. When African A 


poor and working class women and 
men, 
The problem ot te 2Istcentury is 


trol all of the banks and financial insti- 
tutions in our nei, all of 


the 
Neer icles American po- 
ali 


the real estate and enter- 


and society can and 
will be to the 


prises, we might begin to talk about 
discrimination against whites. 

When our government truly re- 
flects the real percentages of African 
Americans, Latinos and other racial 
minorities within the general popula- 
tion; when the corporations that ex- 
ploit black, brown and poor consumer 


genius and energy, the labor power 
and social struggles of millions of 
people who have been denied full 
equality—Latinos, Asian Americans, 
American Indians, Arab Americans 
African Americans, women, working 
people, the unemployed, the poor and 
many others. 


(| more info call 201-547-4552. 


Branch of the Jersey City Public Li- 


„Join the Muppets for 
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Kids Kalendar 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
JERSEY CITY—The Biblioteca Criolla 
branch of the Jersey City Public Li- 
brary will hold a Xmas crafts work 
shop for kids ages 8 to 12. Pre-regis- 
tration is required. For more info call 
201-547-4541 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 
CRANFORD—The Brookside Place 
So will hold a Winter Concert at 

1:40 pm. For more info call the Board of 
Ed at 908-709-6244. 


JERSEY CITY—The Educational Arts 
Teamwill hosta Christmas crafts work- 
shop at 3:30 pm, at the Marion branch 
of the Jersey City Public Library. For 


JERSEY CITY—The Pearsall Branch ot 
the Jersey City Public Library will host 
“Foto” the clown. For more info call 
201-547-4555. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 
JERSEY CITY—The Hudson City 


brary will present “Flakey the 
Snowman’ and his magic show at 3:15 
pm. For more info call 201-547-4556. 


DECEMBER 13-15 
UNION—The Model RR Club will hold a 
The 


display features working minatures of 
trains, scenery, landscaping and build- 
ings. Hours on Friday are 7 to 10 pm; 
Saturday, 12 noon to 9 pm; and Sun- 
day, 12noonto6 pm. For more info call 
908-527-4900. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 
HOLMDEL—The Mi inty Park 
System has scheduled “Adventures in 
Gingerbread’ at the historic Longstreet 
Farm, on Longstreet Road, for young- 


required. For more info call 908-842- 
4000. 


PLAINFIELD—The Plainfield Public Li- 
brary willhost“Origamiwith Mary Kao,” 
for kidsages 7 and up, at2 pm. Regis- 
tration is required. For more info call 
908-757-1111 


BERKELEY HEIGHTS—A variety of 
children's holiday events willbe held in 
downtown, including breakfast with 
Santa, face-painting, caroling, etc., 
from 10 am to 2 pm. A trolley will be 
available for transportation to each 
event. For more info call 908-527-4900. 


the Plainfield Tree 
Lighting Ceremony 


The Plainfield Annual Tree Light-| 
ing ceremony will be held on Thurs- 
day, December 12 at 6 p.m. on the| 
‘steps of City Hall. All are welcome to} 
participate and rock to the beats of 
Christmas with the Muppet Band, 
‘The Plainfield Community Girl's Choir] 
and take a picture with Santa. Gifts| 
will be distributed. For more info call 
908-753-3097. 


New video helps 
kids avoid 
gangs/bullies 


EDISON—We are all aware of 
‘gangs in large cities. Street gangs are 


:also affecting small and medium cities 
‘and rural townships throughout Amer- 


ica by committing both serious and 
violent crime. 
In addition to the visible gang 


“threat, often unchecked elementary 


and adolescent bullying is still anoth- 
erchallenge to America’s children and 
teens. Helping young people to avoid 
bullies and gangs is what Beat The 
Bully Problem, an awareness, inter- 


cvention and prevention guide, is all 


about. Created for parents and educa- 
tors to help children, and for children 
to learn how to help themselves, this 
self-help guidebook addresses a na- 
tional problem in very real terms. Its 
clear, concise pages are loaded with 
Preventative measures and protective 
solutions to eliminate the cold, cruel 
behavior that, like gangs. intimidates, 
injures and even critically harms chil- 
dren. Beat The Bully Problem is about 
not becoming a victim. 

To further teach the gang and 
bullying prevention message to Amer- 
ica’s young people. between the ages 
of 7 and 14, Beat The Street recently 
made its entrance into the conflict 
prevention and peaceful resolution 
arenas. 

Beat The Street is an interactive, 
hands-on program for use on CD- 
ROM-equipped IBM-PC and compat- 
ible school and home computers. 

Interested educators, parents, 
schools, and police and correctional 
professionals may send inquiries to 
the USCCCN National Crime Commis- 
sion, Post Office Box 1185, Edison, 
New Jersey 08818-1185. 

All inguirers must enclose a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. Elec- 
tronic Internet inquiries may be sent to 
uscccn@haven.ios.com. 


Students helping students 


A Rutger 
to be enjoying their reading session. 


by Jeremee L. Johnson 


NEW BRUNSWICK—After the 
school bell rings on Friday, some third 
graders run home to catch the latest 
cartoon. But, Courtney Moore, has 
other plans. She, along with her three 
siblings, will be attending “Pilot Me. 

The six week program heldat The 
Presbyterian Churchat 100 Livingston 
Avenue in New Brunswick allows stu- 
dents six to 10 years of age a place to 
go for tutoring, mentoring and fun. 


Area college and high school tu- 
tors serve as volunteer mentors and 
role models. 

“Pilot Me” is the brainchild of 


Helen Eurd, a Presbyterian Church 
member for23 years and Fred C. Clark 
of United Campus Ministries. Rutgers 
University’s Rutgers and Cook col- 
leges provide additional financial as- 
sistance for the program under Dean 
Shawn Johnson of Rutgers College 


student volunteer for the Pilot Me program and her mentee seem 


and George Suliali, a Cook College 
advisor. 

“Pilot Me” 
every Friday from 3 to 5:30 p.m. Some 


is run by the students 


20-25 students, with the help of their 
tutors, complete homework, read 
books, paint, draw, write journals and 
practice other skills. 

egistration for the program was 
slow at first because a lot of the stu- 
dents moved since last years. It finally 
picked-up to the point of where we 
have more kids than tutors 
Pauline Suliali, the coordinator of the 
program and a Rutgers senior. 

Some children are more high-strung 
than others, but discipline is part of the 
program. College students work one- 
on-one with students to help bolster a 
caring, disciplined environment, some- 
thing so important to leadership notes 
Clark. 

Pilot Me will be offered to students 
again starting in February. 


Governor’s School 
accepting applications 


TRENTON—The New Jersey 
Governor's School of Arts, held an- 
nually at The College of New Jersey, 
is now accepting applications for the 
1997 session. 

Applications are available to high 
school juniors through their guid- 
ance counselors and principals. 

Applicants must be residents of 
New Jersey, but may attend high 
schools out of state. 

A specialized honors program, 


the school offers gifted students five 
curriculums: creative writing, visual 
art, dance, acting, and music, each with 
different application requirements. 
Students will spend four weeks on 
the college campus, working closely 
with professionals, including re- 
nowned artists and performers. Mas- 
ter classes, performances, and demon- 
strations are provided for the students, 
and trips are often taken to museums, 
concerts, dance and theater events. 


Students to train as EMTs 


Two Plainfield students demonstrate CPR on a dummy 
while School Superintendent Larry Leverett and Union 
County College President, Tom Brown look on. 


PLAINFIELD—Fifteen Plainfield 
High School students will gain valu- 
able lifesaving skills, and help reduce 
a shortage of emergency care person- 
nel in the city. 

The training will be supervised 
under a collaborative training pro- 
gram in Emergency Medical Techni- 
cian (EMT) with Union County Col- 
lege and Muhlenberg Regional Med- 
ical Center. 


The program, 
which started in 
Novemberand will 
run through mid- 
May, is financed 
by a $7,500 grant 
from the Plainfield 
Foundation. 
Training, held 
at the College’s 
Plainfield Campus, 
provides in-depth 
emergency prepa- 
ration by Edward 
Reade, the Col- 
lege’s EMT coor- 
dinator. 
Tohelpallevi- 
ate the shortage of 
EMTsinPlainfield, 
the College and 
Muhlenberg de- 
veloped the EMT 
program to attract 
high school stu- 
dents into volun- 
tary first-aid and 
rescue squads, 
and ultimately 
into health-relat- 
ed professions. 
Students were 
selected based on 
a citywide short- 
age of certified First-Aid Personnel, 
Emergency Medical Technicians, and 
Paramedics, as typical of many com- 
munities. 
The project will consist of 12 hours 
of c re 


Justin Edmund, the little 
angel in The Preacher's Wife 


by Coyne Steven Sanders 


“I loved making The Preacher's 
Wife. It was so much fun every day. It 
was the best time I’ve had in my whole 
life,” says scene-stealing 6-year-old 
Justin Pierre Edmund, making his mo- 
tion picture debut as “Jeremiah” in 
director Penny Marshall's heartwarm- 
ing comedy for Hollywood Pictures, 
The Preacher's Wife opening nation- 
wide December 20. 

The film stars Whitney Houston 
as the gospel wife of Rever- 


That is exactly 
what we want- 
ed.” 
Although 
Justin was only 
5 years old when 
he auditioned for 
the part, the pre- 
cocious young- 
ster was already 
a show business 
veteran, having 
started his mod- 


end Henry Biggs (Courtney B. Vance), 
who is a good man but doubting his 
ability to make a difference in his trou- 
bled community and home. 

Helpis on the way, however, in the 


atthe 
ripe old age of 
eight months. 
Someofhisearli- 
ercreditsinclude 
print work and 


formof: Dudley (Denzel 
Washington) who soon becomes both 
the source of and solution to their 
problems. 

Articulate, intelligent, talented and 
fun-loving, Justin enjoyed the film- 
making experience so much that he has 
a very specific goal in mind. 

“I’m waiting to do The Preacher's 
Wife, Part II” he says with great ex- 
citement. “I hope they do that, make 
another part to The Preacher’s Wife. If 
they aren’t thinking about it now, they 
should!” 

Justin clearly relished the entire 
experience. From auditioning to film- 
ing his final scenes was a great adven- 
ture. His excitement is obvious as he 
recounts landing the role against hun- 
dreds of hopeful youngsters. 

“I auditioned about six times be- 
fore I got the part,” Justin says. ‘Then 
I read with Whitney, Denzel and 
Courtney, and I was picked fora screen 
test. I was so excited when they told me 
I got the part and said they liked me.” 

As The Preacher's Wife producer 
Elliot Abbott says of this remarkably 
talented little boy from Queens, New 
York, “We looked at several non-pro- 
fessionals as well as child actors for the 
role, but as soon as we saw Justin we 
knew we had found our Jeremiah. Jus- 
tin can act, and he’s a real little boy. 


for 
PlaySkool, U.S. 
Health Care, The 
March of Dimes 
and Wrigley’s 
Spearmint Gum. 

“I rehearsed 
my audition and 
my part with my 
mom,” Justin re- 
members. “I can memorize the words 
in the script, because I can read. I like 
toread. Iknew all my lines every day. 
Justin pauses for a moment, then says 
with a smile, “After all, I narrated the 
whole movie!” 

As Justin happily remembers, “I 
love Denzel, Whitney and Courtney. 
Denzel and I gave each other spelling 
tests. Denzel and Whitney helped to 
show me how to ice skate for the 
movie, Whitney always talked to me 
and made me feel good. I think she’s 
the best singer in the whole world. My 
favorite song in the movie is the one 
she sings called Hold On. I play that 
over and over.” 

Not long ago, Justin saw The 
Preacher’s Wife forthe very first time. 
“T’'ve watched all of my scenes,” he 
confides. “It’s not just me in the scenes 
you know. Some of the other actors 
are in the scenes with me!” he gener- 
ously offers. “I was huge on the 


Justin Pierre Edmund stars as Jeremiah in The Preacher's 
Wife. 


screen. It was fun seeing myself so 
big. I must have been one hundred feet 
tall!” 

His family makes certain that he 
also has a carefree child’s life-and his 
close-knit family ensures that show 
business is kept in proper perspec- 
tive. 

“I tell Justin the only real stars are 
in the sky,” says his mother Denise. 
“He’s really not touched by this at all. 
He doesn’t even tell his friends that 
he’s in the movie. He just wants to ride 
his bike, play with his puppy and be 
with his friends. 

So far, however, he has not an- 
nounced any plans to direct. But with 
this talented little boy, anything is 
possible. 

If anyone can be a showbiz super- 
star and save the lizards of the world, 
itwill certainly be Justin Pierre Edmund. 
The Preacher's Wife, it seems, is only 
the beginning. 
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LIFESTYLES 


PHC brings the Joy of Christmas to children 


“PLAINFIELD — The Paine 


Jersey families 437-7222 
ip g winterheating Puertorriquenos Asociados for Health.Center (PHC) is hosting @ 
ì apply for a grant from Community Organization, 214 Second | Special holiday party for the com-.,, 
Home Energy Assis- Street Jersey City, contact Rosa Lopez | munity's needy children entitled 


P) now thre 


an ex 
the mail this month, For the 
me t  spplicahions will 


ect 


e county’s welfare 


applicants can g 


201-659-2673 or 3700 Bergenline Avenue 
Union City, contact Marisa Ladesma, 201- 
864-3774 

Middlesex County-Puerto Rican Ac- 
tion Board, 22 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, New 
Brunswick, contact Vivian Perez, 908-828- 


) 
Monmouth County-Hispanie Affairs 
& Resourse of 


“The Joy of Christmas.” 

The party will-be held on 
Thursday, December 12 from 2 to 
3 p.m. at the Health Center located 


Free booklets help 


hich provide beria Monmouth County, 913 Sewall Avenue cut waste and | 
P Asbury Park, contact Diana Godoy, 908- H 
on programs. Lan T target donations 


Ocean County-Lakewood Economic 


NEWARK—Just in time for the 


istance if their gross monthly in on Program, 30 Eight Road, Lake- 
om 1,623 or less. Another $328is wood, contact Karen Colleti 609-364-4333 | Christmas season of charitable giv- 
all x each additional family — passiae County-Paterson Task Force, | ing, the city of Newarkismakingavail- 4 
member. Most welfare and food stamp 155 Ellison Street, Paterson, contact Lana | able free copies of “Second Chances: 
recipients automatically qualify forthe Stokes or Ada Pugh, 201-279-2333 | The Planet Newark Guide to Donating 
and should expect checks United Passaic Organization | Wawanted Good: 
De nber 41 Myrtle Avenue, i Passai contact | The 40-page guide features a list- 
Outreach centers are located in Margarita Martinez, 201-472-2478. | i oF 69 tocal non-profit organiza! 
thawendwine asead Union County-Puerto Rican Organi- Í 
Bergen County -CAP.contact Marilyn zation for Community Education and | Ons that can use various se ond 
i 01 5100 *" Economic Development 815 Eliza- | hand items donated by the public. 
maat Ea Coon De Don Pedro, beth Avenue - 2nd FL, Elizabeth, contact | For a free copy of Second Chanc- 
317 Roseville P ark, contac !08eRh Diaz or Maria Martinez, 908-351- | es, call the Newark Office of Recycling 
Ingrid Shadow 201-485-070 ne wk at 733-6683 or 733-6685 Monday 
Hudson County-Bayonne Economic Urban League of Union County, 272 | A Sigh Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 


dy 
01 


Opportunity Foundation, 


ne act Tony Micea. 


North Broad Street, Elizabeth, contact Irene 
Strother, 908-351-7200. 


pm. 


at 1700-58 Myrtle Ave. Over 100 
children are expected to attend the 
festivities. 

Former Governor Florio and his 
Wife Lucinda will be special guests 
and will assist in the toy distribu- 
tion. For more information call 908- 
753-6401 ext. 143. 


Stanley sponsors 
Toys for Tots 
celebration 


IRVINGTON—Assemblyman 
Craig Stanley (D-Essex) has an- 
nounced his 2nd annual Toys for Tots 
Holiday celebration scheduled for 
Thrusday, December 12. 

“The holiday season brings hap- 
piness and joy to families, especially 
children during this time of year,” s 
€d the assemblyman, 

Stanley noted that the public is 
invited to participate in theevent which 
will be held at the Bon Appetite Res- 
taurant & Lounge at 1240 Springfield 
‘Ave. in Irvington from 6 to 8 p.m. 


buffet will be served. 


 Harambee!-a celebration of Kwanzaa > 


first 
Holiday 


mmuni 
her be 


viole nce and 


ST. PAUL, MN—Harambee! 
(Swahili for“unity”)isamoving family 
drama about the seven-day commem- 
orative observance of Kwanzaa, cele- 
brated by African Americans from 
December 26 through January | 

Written and directed by 
Fracaswell (Cas) Hyman, produced by 
Liz Nealon and starring Howard 
Rollins, Harambee! will premiere na- | 
tionally on PBS from December 19 
through 29. (Check local listings.) 

The realities of random violence 


sther, confront the Barnes family when a 
ae stray bullet enters their apartment on 
he fam- 


Christmasnight. Eleven-year-old JoJo 
Barnes (Aaron Beener), his sister, and 
cousin are then forced to stay inside 
because of their mother’s concerns 
for her family’s safety. 

In frustration, JoJo writes a school 
composition on the injustice of vio 
lence, and-how it has made him a 
prisoner in his own community, even 


whitney 
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within his own home. 

That evening JoJo’s family attends 
their first Kwanzaa celebration at their 
housing project’s community center 
Where Chimbuko (Howard Rollins), an 
activist and five-year recovering drug 
addict sees Kwanzaa as a way to help 
the community come together to meet 
the changes in their neighborhood. 

When JoJo’s grandmother, 
Queenesther (Novetta Nekon), is cho- 
sen as the community leader to begin 
the Umoja (mutual well-being) cere- 
mony, she proudly asks her grandson 
to share his school essay with the 
gathering. 

A popular newspaper columnist, 


Admission is one unwrapped toy. A | 


attending with JoJo’s journalist aunt, | 


is so moved by the boy’s plea for a 


safer neighborhood that he features | 


the essay in his column the next morn- 


ing 


ion from City Hall and the police de- 
pattment following the publication of 
Jos ‘ssay, the housing project res- 
iderts use Kwanzaa as a catalyst for 
wAY 

Ih the end, it is the fiery and deter- 
et family matriarch Queenesther 
who émbraces the Kwanzaa philoso- 
phy, demonstrating how each person 
must fake a stand to stop the violence 
that plagues our communities. 


Newark announces 
Tax amnesty 


NEWARK—The Newark Munici- 
pal Council hs passed a resolution tht 
will i W all- outstanding interest and 
fines 
penalities from December 2, through 
December 31 of this year. 

The amnesty is projected to result 
inalmost $7 million forcity taxes, over $4 
million for water and in excess of $1 

} million for sewer payments. For more 


Sparked by the temporary atten- | 


including water ‘and sewer | 


The Preacher's Wife 
opens December 20 


Whitney Houston (1) stars as the gospel singing wife of a troubled preacher 
(Courtney B. Vance) who gets some help with her family's problems from an 
angel named Dudley (Denzel Washington, I) who turns out to be the source of 


some of the problems. 


Tuskegee Airmen 
premieres on AHN 


The cast of Tuskegee Airmen (l - r), Malcolm Jamal Warner, Cuba Gooding 
Jr, Allen Payne, Courtney Vance and Laurence Fishburne (seated), 


NEW YORK, NY—The African 
Heritage Movie Network Prime-time 
Presentations (AHN-Prime), hosted by 
legendary film stars Ossie Davis and 
Ruby Dee, celebrates Veteran’s Day 
and the holiday season with the broad- 
cast premier of The Tuskegee Airmen. 

“Youknow I'ma veteran of World 
War II, yet it wasn’t until it was over 
that I found out about the Tuskegee 
Airmen. And, if it weren't for the 
NAACP taking on the case of one man 
discriminated against by the Air Force, 
they might not have been organized in 
the first place,” said Ossie Davis. 

“And, if it weren’t for the encour- 
agement of Eleanor Roosevelt, they 
might never have seen combat,” re- 
plied Ruby Dee. “But they did see 


| infocall201-733-8058. combat and 
they tought 
(908) 755-5572 bravely—and 
remarkably,” 
commented 
RICHARD H. WILLIAMS, D.D.S. Ossie Davis. 
The 
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FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY 


Formaly the office of 
Victor C. Lightfoot 


URS 217 CHURCH STREET 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 


Tuskegee Air- 
men is a recur- 
rence version 
based on the 
real World War 
II story of the 
“Fighting 


Petero A.N. Sabune 


Church Services: 
Weekdays - 12:10 p.m. 
Sun, 8 & 10 a.m. 

24 Rector St., 
Newark, NJ 07102 


201-622-3505 


'abernacle 


Pastor Leo H. Graham 


Church Services: 
Sun. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


925 Ridgewood Ave., 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 


908-545-4063 


99th,” who were the first African-Amer- 
ican combat fighter pilots of the U.S. 
Army Air Corps. These men were not 
only forced to battle the daunting prej- 
udice at home, but also the Axis pow- 
ers in Europe. 

In this re-enactment, the new re- 
cruits played by Laurence Fishburne 
(Hannibal Lee), Cuba Gooding, Jr. (Bil- 
ly Roberts), Allen Payne (Walter Peo- 
ples), Malcolm Jamal Warner (Leroy 
Cappy) and Mekhi Phifer (Lewis Johns) 
are all brought together to prove them- 
selves intelligent and worthy of flying 
a plane. 

Under the scrutiny by Christo- 
pher McDonald (Major Sherman) and 
Daniel Hugh Kelly (Colonel Noel L. 
Packer), they soon discover that their 
presence as U.S. Army Air Corps c4- 
dets is not welcome. 

The exhausting training, bigoted 
officers and constant challenges of 
flying soon take toll on the cadets. 
Some of them wipe out and others 
prove they have the “right stuff” with 
the help of Courtney Vance (Lieuten- 
ant Jeffrey Glenn). 

They eventually win their wings 
with the “Fighting 99th,” which is the 
legendary, highly decorated squad- 
ron of the 332nd Fighter Group of 
World War II. 


Abundant Life 
Wo. 


Rev. Ronald L. Owens 
Church Services: 
Sun. 8 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
45 Hampton St., 
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(314 39 EARLY ST; 29 ANN ST. & 23 CLYDE POTTS DR.) 
si 


EVEN (7) ELEVATORS 
MORRISTOWN, NJ079860 


$500perweekassembling | C'assifieds in 


positionsrequire travel to different branches 
HighSchool diploma or GED required. Previousteller 
and/or cashier experience preferred.For an appoint- 
* ment please call Clara 201-596-2748. 


lo expe- 
rience. Info 1-504-646- 
1700, DEPT. NJ-6155. 


EMPLOYMENT 


City News, 
Call, 
908-754-3400 


following amounts: 


BD AMOUNT 

upto$200,000 10% 
,000-$400,000 $20,000 

over$401,000 5% 
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FAX, 
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House/Office Cleaning 
Service with reasonable 


recentCircular No. 570, U.S. Dept. ofthe Treasury. 
‘The following forms supplied with the specifications must be 


Send in your classifieds today! For rate information or assistance call 908-754-3400 
ig! A e alin eget si 


raves | rates, satisfaction guar- submitted with eachbid: 
anteed, daily, weekly 
CITY OF CLIFTON anytime with special First 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES time rate. Call Norma 
OPEN TO RESIDENTS OF NEW JERSEY | 201-485-9036. 
‘ conduc Bacall F 122596 BEAUTY SALONS BEAUTYSUPPLY |CATERERHALLRENTAL| CONSULTANTS CONTRACTORS 
1 uction ý —— 
The City of Clifton is currently accepting applications | PROOFREADER 
Ea alae be a k pitia Eed Successful ee i BEAUTY BIZ IBS INDEPENDENT | IRVINGTON MANOR GUSTAV EVANBOW 
G a > this position 
established by the New Jersey Department of Person- yea Bi prooien A E p Peake BEAUTY SUPPLY à HENINGRUBG Co ECON 
nel for the following Civil Service open competitive | perience. Jobrequires pa- loomfield Ave. 43 Washington Ave. ASSOCIATES CO., INC. 
Position of Construction Official. Applicants mustpos- | tience, attention to detail, Jersey City, NJ07042 93 Monticello Ave. Irvington, NJO7111 
‘Jsessa J Ci n Officials l flexibility, Jersey City, NJ07304 40Clinton St. 67 Sanford Street 
Building sub code license not required but preferred. | withateamandmeetdead- 201-744-3132 201-374-9454 Newark, NJ07102 EastOrange, NJ07018 
-findividual will report to the Director of Regulatory | iines. Strong grammarand 201-333-3350 
ifAffairs, in- 
plumbing, dauid 201-624-6715 agape, A 
Scoring: $ aey oe Constuction rade consutting |  Fax:201-674-1227 
lifton City 
Hall, 900 Clifton Ave., Clifton, NJ, 07013, MON-FRI, CityNews Publishing a EMERGENCY SERVICES| ENTERTAINMENT EMPLOYMENT/TEMPS 
8:15 AM-4:15 PM, until January 3, 1997, or resume mpany 
maybe sent to John B. Cudworth, Personnel Officer. | 144North Avenue Plainfield, i MOBILE DJ'S 
The City of Clifton is an Equal Opportunity Employer. CRED-EX INF l NEWARK CAD ASSOCIATES 
12/1 1196-1/01/97 ADVERTISE ORMAT ON EMERGENCY 1339 Highland Ave. 


SUPERINTENDENT (LIVE IN) 


The Passaic Housing Authority is seeking two experi- 
enced Superintendents with experience in plumbing, 
electrical work, carpentry, grounds maintenance, and 
general maintenance work. Must live in apartment 


and bondable. Must have a L.P.L. License. Must own 
have valid NJ Driver's License, and use 


exper. If interested, come into fill out an application or 
call Sandra (201) 363-6330 by 12/20/96. 
Passaic Housing Authority 
333 Passaic St., Passaic, NJ 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
121196 


Advertise Your Bids And 
Classifieds In City News, 
Call 908-754-3400 


YOUR BIDS 


SERVICES INC. 


SERVICES FOR 
FAMILIES, INC. 


Plainfield, NJO7060 


440 Bloomfield Ave. 
Montclair, NJO7042 


900 Park Ave. 908-755-4711 
303 Washi St. nJ. 
AND Plainfield, NJ07060 PEA bra Aei praka 201-744-3132 

908-755-4177 

CLASSIFIEDS Fax: 908-755-9576 201-643-5727 

IN INTERNET SERVICES MEDICAL TRANSPORTA MUSIC PLUMBING 
YOUR ; 
CITYNEWS prADVERTISEYOUR AWWA Medical Trang |®!° BEAT RECORDS EDDIE'S PLUMBING 
908-754-3400 nec WE PROVIDE WHEELCHAIR & MEDICAL 207EastFrontStreet | SPECIALIST, INC. 
ns ` TRANSPORTATION TOAND FROM ALL Plainfield, NJO7060 


City News 
Classifieds Work! 


* Reach 40,000,000 internet Users 
* Show your products in full color 
jhics 


* Immediate response & tracking 


j MEDICAL FACILITIES 
| * Hospitals * Doctors * Dialysis ® Mental Health Clinics 


201-744-3132 881 Gates Avenue 
Rehab. Centers ® And More Records, tapes, cd's, DJ Piscataway, NJ08854 
equipment 


or 
yourappointment (TOLL FREE) 1-888-333-1100. 908-699-0368 

or FAX 908-753-1036 T E ese ae ee Cen 
Fi 7763 


Willie E. irving - Lic. # 7606 


CITY 
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Got news? We want to hear it. Call us at 908-754-3400 
or fax story ideas in to 908-753-1036 


BUSINESS 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
MARTINSVILLE—The Somerset Coun- 
ty Chamber of Commerce will hold its 
annual meeting and satirical roast at 
the Martinsville Inn. For more info call 
908-725-1552 


BLOOMFIELD—The Regional Business 
Partnership will hold a Holiday Recep- 
tion at the Forest Hills Field Club from 
5:30 to 8:00pm. For more info call 201- 
242-6237, extension 222. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 
NEW BRUNSWICK—A free seminaron 
small claims court will be held from 7 pm 
to 9 pmatthe New Jersey Law Center. 
For more information call 908- 249- 
5000. 


WEST WINDSOR—A “Community As- 
sistance Seminar," alsocalledthe “SBA 
Takes the Loan Program onthe Road,” 
wiil be presented at Mercer County 
‘Community College. For more info call 
609-586-4800, extension 688. 


DECEMBER 12-19 
JERSEY CITY—Hudson County Com- 
munity College's Department of Con- 


Governor Whitman hosts 
Women's Economic Summit 


EASTBRUNSWICK—Duringher 
keynote address at the December 2 
“Governor's Conference on Women: 
An Economic Summit,” Governor 
Christie Todd Whitman stressed the 
importance of education, economics, 
and politics in empowering women in 
New Jersey 

She expressed dismay over a re- 
cent study that indicates the wage gap 
between women and men in New Jer- 
sey is greater than the national aver- 
and stressed the importance of 
the core curriculum standards in edu- 
cation as a means to close the gap that 
has existed for so long 

The referenced study, entitled 
“The Status of Women in New Jer- 
sey,” states that on average, women 
make slightly less than 66 cents on the 
dollar, compared to the country’s av- 
erage of 68-and-a-half cents. 


tinuin course 
entitled “Marketing Methods for the 
Travel Industry.” The 3 session course 
begins on December 12, and runs 
through December 19. The courseisa 
part of a program leading to a Travel 
Counselor Certificate. For more info 
call 201-714-2107. 


THROUGHDECEMBER14 
JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State Col- 
lege will offer a preparation course for 
the State of New Jersey Real Estate 
Salesperson's (Agent) Licensing Exam 
For more info call 201-200-3089 


The Quality Learning Series presents 
training via satellite from the US Cham- 
ber of Commerce, with “Competing in 
the Digital Economy” by Don Tapscott. 
For more info call 1-800-835-4730. 


DECEMBER16-19 
ANNAPOLIS, MD—The National Asso- 
ciation of Minority Contractors will 
Present an educational training work- 
shop on underground storage tanks. 
The workshop will be held at the Hol- 
icay Inn. For more info call 202-347- 
8259. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
NEWARK—The Regional Business Part- 
nership invite all to celebrate the holi- 
day season by taking a Victorian Tour 
of Newark Museum's Ballantine House, 
from 8 to 9:30 am. For more info call 


201-242-6237, extension 225. 


it reports that New 
Jersey ranks near the bottom national- 
ly in women’s business ownership — 
even though 30 percent of all busi- 
nesses in New Jersey are owned by 
women. 

Governor Whitman stated, “All 


students, no matter where they livein 
the state, should be trained for life 
after school. They must have cogni- 
tive learning skills that will enable 
them to grow and compete in the 21st 
century 

Held at the Brunswick Hilton in 
East Brunswick, the conference was 
coordinated by the New Jersey Divi- 
sion on Women. Speeches by Edith 
Weiner, a nationally known futurist, 
and Jeannine LaRue, Executive Di- 
rector of 10,000 Mentors, were also a 
highlight of the day-long event: 

A variety of workshops focusing 
on women’s economic issues were 
held in morning and afternoon ses- 
sions 

Workshop presenters included: 
Susanne Svizeny, Sr. V.P. CoreStates 
Bank; Judsen Culbreth, Editor-In- 
Chief, Working Mother; Barbara 
Cheston, Coordinator, Women inthe 
Trades Program; Ellen Silverman, 
President, Ellen Silverman Advertis- 
ing; Jo Anne Heisen, Corporate Con- 
troller, Johnson & Johnson; Ellen 
Harris, V.P., PaineWebber; and Marcy 
Syms, President, Syms Corp., and 


many more. 

The conference was hosted by the 
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce and 
co-hosted by the Asian-Indian Cham- 
berof Commerce, Executive Women of 
NewjJersey, Greek-American Chamber 
of Commerce of New Jersey, National 
Federation of Independent Business, 
New Jersey Association of Women 
Business Owners, New Jersey Pan- 
African Chamber of Commerce & In- 
dustry and the Statewide Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce of New Jersey. 

With some 750 women in atten- 
dance, the Division on Women touted 
the conference as a success. Despite 
the large numbers of women involved, 
minority women were but a handful of 
the attendees, As well, partisan politics 
were the rule of the day, with a contin- 
gent of women from the Republican 
National Committee assigned toa table 
close to the 

Members of the New Jersey Cham- 
berof Commerce will be meeting short- 
ly with representatives from the Divi- 
sion on Women to discuss the out- 
come of the event and possible future 
efforts. 


Irvington business seminar a triumph 


IRVINGTON—Irvington's Urban 
Enterprise Zone (UEZ) program has 
spawned a lot of interest in doing 
business in the municipality. The UEZ 
held a business development seminar 
on November 14, that attracted an 
audience of about 90. 

Inheraddress to kick off the event, 
Mayor Sara B. Bost said, “This event 
is just one in a succession of steps we 
have taken to bring economic revital- 
ization to Irvington.” 

In just a few short months, since 
gaining designation as an Urban En- 
terprise Zone, we have made remark- 
able progress in our goal — to help 
ensure that our citizens have opportu- 
nities for financial freedom.” 

Representatives from the NJ Eco- 
nomic Development Authority 


Mayor Sarah Bost of Irvington 


Need a mortgage or 
refinancing on a low to 
moderate income? 
The Mighty Hudson can save 
you thousands of dollars. 


Hudson City Savings Bank has a 
long standing tradition of concern 
for the people in the communities 


cupied dwelling in one of the counties 
shown in the listing below. Private 
mortgage insurance (PMI) is required 


(NJEDA) and the NJ Department of 
Labor covered a variety of topics, in- 
cluding financing options targeted to 
aspiring and current business owners. 
Keynote speaker Bryan K. Finnie, 
director of the NJEDA's Urban Pro- 
grams Division, said the financial 
body's key function is to “assist in the 
fevitalization of the urban community,” 
Whether it be through large-scale 
projects, such as the emerging NJ Per- 
forming Arts Center in Newark, or via 
its Entrepreneurial Training Institute 
(ETI) for potential business owners. 
According to Finnie, the ETI serves 
Glients unable to obtain money from 
traditional funding sources. After com- 


ines to a panel of professi 
Ëluding bankers and CPA's, who deter- 
Mine the feasibility of the plans. Grad- 
dates can apply for financing through 
the NJ Development Authority for Small 
Businesses, Minorities’ and Women's 
Enterprises. 

The Irvington UEZ office plans to 
co-sponsor an ETI workshop begin- 
ning on January 22, 1997. 

A seminar on the NJ Contractors 
Assistance Program (NJCAP) will be 
held in the spring. The NJCAP offers 
training courses and consultations with 
experienced construction industry ex- 
ecutives to help small contractors get 
performance bonds, and to bid suc- 
cessfully on major construction 
projects. 

UEZ Coordinator Lorelei N. 
Mottese, responding to the tremen- 
dous audience turnout and response 
to the event, said, “It is clear that the 
seminar provided our business com- 
munity with the vital information and 
resources they need.” 

Fleet Bank of Irvington served as 


Glory Foods 
supports NCNW Fund 


Theresa Potter (r), marketing director of Glory Foods, Inc. poses with song- 
stress Gladys Knight, at the National Council of Negro Women Fund for the 
Future campaign launch in Washington, DC. 


WASHINGTON, DC—Glory 
Foods, Inc. was among the corporate 
supporters attending the recent inau- 
guration ceremonies for the National 
Council of Negro Women (NCNW) 
Fund for the Future campaign held in 
Washington, DC. 

Representing Glory Foods at this 
stellar event were Theresa Potter, Di- 
rector of Marketing and Lisa Cliff, 
National Sales Manager. The ceremo- 
nies included such speakers as First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Mayor 
Marion Berry, Dr. Camille Cosby, Dr. 
Maya Angelou and Essence Editor- 
In-Chief Susan Taylor. 

The Fund for the Future is a three- 
year, thirty-million dollar campaign to 
further develop NCNW timely initia- 
tives and to continue the support of its 
34 national affiliate organizations, six- 
ty-thousand members, and 250 com- 
munity-based sections in the United 
States and countries of Africa. 

Funds raised will be earmarked to 
purchase and renovate the new NCNW 
headquarters on Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue in DC, and provide endowment 
support for NCNW’s economic fu- 
ture. 

NCNW’s new building sets a his- 
torical precedent, because it marks the 
first time an African-American organi- 
zation has owned a building on the 
prestigious Pennsylvania Avenue in 
downtown Washington. 

“We share the same goal in terms 


, The Priory Restaurant 7%"; 


of reaching out to women who are our 
primary target market,” said Lisa Cliff, 
National Sales Manager, Glory Foods 
Inc. 

“However, our concern here is to 
support a program of action that can 
enhance the quality of life for all wom- 
en and their families,” adds Cliff. 

Glory, which began its involve- 
ment with NCNW through the Black 
Family Reunion Celebrations, pledged 
athree-year donation totaling $25,000. 

Dr. Dorothy I. Height, president 
and founder of NCNW, has a formida- 
ble task ahead of her in the next three 
years. She will be aided in her efforts 
a a fund-raising committee that in- 
cludes Dr. Maya Angelou (chair) and 
co-chairs, Dr. Camille Cosby and Sus- 
an Taylor of Essence Magazine. 

Theresa Potter who heads the 
fund-raising initiative on behalf of 
Glory Foods and serves on the NCNW 
Corporate Advisory Council, echoed 
similar sentiments. 
support this collective mis- 
sion, and we stress continually that 
when consumers buy Glory Foods 
products, they are in fact supporting 
a wider reinvestment effort that im- 
pacts the development of programs 
and resources that service their com- 
muniti 

"We: are committed to this philos- 
ophy, and our relationship with 
NCNW is an example of this commit- 
ment in action.” 


a re eel as 


K St. Joseph Plaza, 233 W. Market St. Newark, NJ (201) 242-8012 | NO 
The Bud Lite Jazz Scries presents: INTHE ATRIUM GOVER. 


scorporate sponsor of the seminar. 


it serves, including. those with low on loans over 80% of our appraised 


William J. Coyne of Pennsylvania. 
“Police need more training in con- 
flict resolution, all police supervisors, 
especially street supervisors, must be 
held accountable, and misconduct must 
bear a zero level of tolerance,” said Ira 
Harris, executive director, National Or- 
ganization of Black Law Enforcement 
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